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 Pleasant Street School News 
March 2014 

Athol/ Royalston Regional School District,  
1060 Pleasant St., Athol, MA 01331 

(978) 249-2405                                        Principal, Dianne M. Ellis 

March 1, 2014 

Dear Families:  

Twister,  Uno,  Monopoly,  Chess,  Sorry,  Clue….who  can  resist  a  night  of  free   
entertainment and family fun? Please bring your one of your favorite games 
and come join us for Family Games Night on March 6th from 6:00-7:30 pm 
. Light snacks and drinks will be available for purchase at this PTO sponsored 

event 
 
School Spirit days- Twin Day is Tuesday, March 4th! 
Find a friend or two to dress alike and be twins or even triplets! Our student council sponsors spirit 
days as a way of building community and having a little fun!  We also would like to raise money for 
student council with a suggested (voluntary) donation to participate of $1.00. 
  
Spring Picture Day is Monday, March 10- Dress to impress and treasure the memories of school pictures! 
 

MCAS is coming! Our third and fourth grade students will be participating in the Massachusetts Comprehensive 

Assessment System tests in English language arts starting this month! The 

date for the fourth grade long composition is March 18th.  Please avoid 

having your child miss school on this day, if at all possible, as the state is very 

specific on all students across Massachusetts being tested in grades 4, 7, and 

10 on this assigned day.   Other testing dates are as follows:   

Grades 4:  March 20th- session #1 and March 24th- session #2 

Grades 3:  March 21, session #1 and on March 27th for session #2 

Our Skills Academy afterschool program is off to a great start!!  Thank you so much to families who have 
supported their children participating in this important skills and confidence building program.  Just a 
reminder….participation  in  the  afterschool program is by teacher recommendation and is based on student 
assessment data and past MCAS performance where applicable. 

Meet Challenges and Achieve Success- MCAS Training Challenge- is Due March 14th! 
We thank families again for working with your children on this home based writing challenge program for all fourth 
grade students.  The program has been running from January 27- March 14, 2014- and is set up for a parent, family 
member or friend to work with their fourth grader to complete three separate essays in response to a selection of 
Grade 4 MCAS writing prompts.  All program participants are treated to an ice cream sundae party for completing the 
challenge and are also entered into a drawing to receive one of four $25 Wal-Mart gift cards.  MCAS Training 
Challenge materials-rough drafts, home rewards logs, and final copies are due to homeroom teacher on or before 
March 14th. We suggest you use a folder to keep your MCAS training materials together.   
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Pleasant Street Students scored above the state average on the writing composition of the fourth grade 
MCAS for the spring 2013 administration. We believe this is a result of the hard work done here at school 
and the support children received at home as they spent time practicing their writing skills.  Thank you 
again for supporting your child on building his or her writing skills! 
 
Guidance Counselor News from Mrs. Schwab 

On Tuesday, February 11, 2014, I participated in the Health and Wellness Fair, during P.I.E. night at Athol-Royalston 
Community School.  This incredibly successful fair featured thirty-eight health and wellness vendors from our school 
district and local community.  The entire fair was set up and coordinated by our school district's nurses, including 
Pleasant Street School's own wonderful school nurse, Mrs. Nicole Lajoie.  I worked with Mrs. Linda Jaskoviak, the 
Guidance Counselor for Riverbend School and Sanders Street School, to create an Elementary Guidance Department 
poster board for the Guidance Counselors' Booth at the fair.  We also offered handouts to parents, guardians and 
families from our booth.  One handout described the services the elementary guidance counselors provide to 
students, parents/guardians, and teachers.  Another handout we offered was the Athol Directory of Services, created 
by Mr. Tom Darcy, our school district's Community Outreach Coordinator, which includes a list of area resources such 
as names and phone numbers for counseling clinics, doctors, where to get help for emergency 
housing/homelessness, food pantry help, and other community services.  In addition, we handed out information on 
bullying prevention.  Guidance counselors from Athol Royalston Middle School, and Athol High School were also 
present at the fair.  The guidance counselors talked with parents, guardians and students about services and 
resources offered by the Guidance Department.  The Health and Wellness fair was a tremendous success, as it was 
estimated that over one hundred families attended the fair, however, the entire parking lot at ARMS was completely 
full, with cars lined up down the ARMS access roads.  Congratulations to our colleagues, our awesome school nurses! 
 A fun and learning filled evening was had by all! 

 
Classroom News 

 

 Hello from Kindergarten! February  was  such  a  busy  month!  We  enjoyed  sharing  Valentine’s  with  our  

friends, learning about our teeth, and learning about important presidents who changed our country.  We discovered 
our shadows as the groundhog looked for his! We also continued to learn about our letters and sounds, sight words, 
and how to write some very good sentences.  

During the month of March we will be watching the weather and hoping that we see more spring-like  “lamb”  

weather by its end.  In March we hope to visit the brand new Athol library thanks to the work of Mr. Vaidulas.  More 
information  will  be  coming  home  about  this  trip  soon.    We  also  look  forward  to  celebrating  Dr.  Seuss’  birthday  all  

month long!  We will work red fish and blue fish to make a Venn Diagram; mix ingredients to make Oobleck; and 
graph  the  results  to  the  question  “Do  you  like  green  eggs  and  ham?”  after  a  quick  and  daring  taste  test!  We  will  

continue  to  read  great  stories  (including  Dr.  Seuss  books)  during  Reader’s  Workshop  and  practice  strategies  to  read  

unknown words.  In math we will continue to recognize numbers from 10-20 and look at combining sets through 
addition.  Please continue to read together each day at home.  Look for those sight words all around!   

There will be no kindergarten on April 10th and 11th.  This is so the 2014/2015 kindergarten class can be screened.  If 
you know of any family with a child who will be entering kindergarten in September 2014, please help us spread the 
word that registration is being held in March!  Have them call the school for more details! 

Thank you for your continued support.   

Mrs. Goldthwaite and Mrs. Webb 
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First Grade News 
In first grade this month we will begin our unit on money.  We will learn to identify coins, learn the values of each 
coin and combine coins to count. We suggest that you have your child practice identifying and counting real coins at 
home to help enforce the skills we are learning in school. We also continue to complete our weekly 5 minute math 
test to help build speed and recognition in simple addition math facts.  

First graders have been learning our new Readers Workshop program. We have been selecting books to read at our 
independent reading level which we keep in our book bags. As students read independently the teacher confers with 
the students about what they are reading. We are also learning how to do "turn and talks" with each other. This is a 
short discussion with another student about the books they have read. They then relate back to the class what they 
have learned from their discussion with their partner. This helps develop listening skills as well as comprehension 
skills. 

We also continue to work on our writing goals.  Many first graders are making great progress in capitalization, 
punctuation and spacing. This month we will focus more on staying on topic as we continue with our story writing. 
Many students love to write stories and draw pictures to go along with them. You may want to have your child start a 
journal at home to help increase his/her writing skills. Your child is always encouraged to bring in any writing he/she 
does at home to share with the class.   
 

Finally, as March approaches and the snow begins to melt, you may want to send in extra socks and pants to keep 
in your child's backpack.  Your child will then have dry clothes to put on if he or she out at recess and the socks or 
pants get wet.  Thank you!! 

Second Grade News 
  This past month, we have been working hard in ELA on a camouflage unit. Also, in Reader's Workshop, we have 
continued to practice and apply reading strategies that were taught. In the coming month, we will be starting a unit 
on dinosaurs and fossils. There is a take-home project with the fossils unit, so keep your eyes peeled for that one! 
 
In math, we have been working on knowing how to solve money word problems. We have also been telling time to 
the nearest five minutes. Addition and subtraction with regrouping was a big review point this past month. Coming 
up, we are learning that what we measure affects how we measure it and that measurements can be used to 
describe, compare, and make sense of data.    
 

We want to thank families for all of your support in reading with your child at home, checking backpacks and 
agendas, and sending in much appreciated supplies of cleaning wipes, extra pencils, and tissues. Thank you!   

~Mrs. Arpide and Ms. Gesner  

 
Third Grade News 

For third grade please see notices from teachers. 

Fourth Grade News 
In math we will be getting more in depth with area and perimeter problems. We will also be doing a lot 
more with fractions. We have learned how to multiply and divide, but we will continue to work on this. 
Everyone has not mastered this so it will be something we will keep working on. We have learned many 
games that we can use to sharpen our math skills, ask your children to share a game with you and at the 
same time practice math. 

Our Scientist of the Week has been a great success! Everyone who has done something so far has done a 
great job and the students clearly look forward to them each week. Thank you to the parents that have 
helped their child at home to make this such a fun way to share science. 
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We are still working on the Writing Challenge. If you have not seen the packet that was sent home in 
January ask your child about it. Three essays need to be turned in this month to have their name put in to 
have a chance to win a Wal-Mart gift card. Please help your child edit his or writing before submitting. We 
are also working on writing in class. 

We  are  going  to  continue  our  Reader’s  workshop  reading  with  our  partners. Students are reading different 
novels, so ask your child what he/she is reading now. We also did picture book readings with biographies in 
February. In March we will be doing picture books on animals. 

Also any students who participated in the Athol Orange Elks Drug Awareness poster contest will be invited 
to an award ceremony on March 12, 2014 at the Elks. Look for the invitation so you can R.S.V.P and let me 
know how many are coming. We do have one student in our class that will be getting a certificate, Nadia 
Surin.    ~Mrs. Robinson- Grade 4 

While we recognize February as Black History Month, ELA classes were engaged in a variety of thematic readings, 
lessons and activities. Students read the non-fiction  article  “A  Case  for  Equality”  and  the  realistic fictional excerpt 
from Two Tickets to Freedom. Both genres inspired students to participate in a Readers Theater; The Freedom 
Box and A Long Road to Freedom. Students were eager to invite their 3rd grade friends to watch the performances. As 
students continue to study about the civil rights movement they were encouraged to think about the meaning of the 
1896  “separate  but  equal”  court  ruling.  Students  choose  either  a  significant  event  or  person  from  that  time  period  
and are in the process of writing and illustrating editorials. 

April 15th of every year marks the anniversary of Jackie Robinson breaking the color barrier in baseball in 1947. 
Students have been invited to enter the Scholastic News Breaking Barriers Essay Contest. Student essays are work in 
progress and will be submitted on or before March 14th. 
We continue to work hard to prepare for MCAS, thank you families for working with your children on the MCAS 
Challenge at home. The 3rdand final challenge is due March 14th.   Thank you for all of your support!  
  ~ Mrs. Robyn Robertson,   Grade 4 

 

Upcoming Events and Dates 
¾ March 3 - PTO meeting 6:00-7:00 pm, all are welcome, childcare is provided 
¾ March 6- Family Games Night 
¾ March 7- Kindergarten trip to library (proposed) 
¾ March 10- Spring picture day- smile! 
¾ March 12- District half day all schools- noon dismissal 
¾ March 18- MCAS testing grade 4- Long composition 
¾ March 20- MCAS testing grade 4- session #1 
¾ March 21- MCAS testing grade 3- session #1 
¾ March 24- MCAS testing grade 4- session #2 
¾ March 27 – MCAS testing – grade 3- session #2 
¾ March 31- District -kindergarten registration                             
¾ April 1-April 9- Scholastic Book Fair 
¾ April 3- Spaghetti  supper 
¾ April 10 & April 11- Kindergarten screening- district wide- no school for kindergarten students 
¾ April 7-  PTO meeting 6:00-7:00 pm, all are welcome, childcare is provided 
¾ April 7-April 11- PARCC assessments for all third grade students 

 
Warm Regards ~    Mrs. Ellis and the faculty and staff of Pleasant Street School 
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What’s for dinner? Along 
with chicken and carrots, serve 
up a side of reading and writ-
ing. Use these mealtime activi-
ties to build your child’s skills 
in a tasty way!

Read a recipe
Give your youngster the rec-

ipe for a dish you’re going 
to cook, and help him read 
it aloud. Then, ask him to line 
up the ingredients and utensils 
in the order that they appear in the 
recipe. This is good practice for thinking 
about what happens first, next, and last in 
a story.

Cook a storybook meal
Read a book about food, and together, 

write a recipe based on it. After reading 
Soup Day (Melissa Iwai), your child might 
want to make vegetable soup. With Blue-
berries for Sal (Robert McCloskey), your 
youngster could help you bake blueberry 
muffins. Preparing recipes based on books 
will help him connect what he reads with 
real life.

Mealtime literacy
 ■ Pop! The Invention 

of Bubble Gum 
Almost 100 years ago, 
after much trial and 
error, a candy factory 
worker came up with a 
recipe for bubble gum. Walter Diemer’s 
product was a huge success, and it 
saved the failing company. This non-
fiction book by Meghan McCarthy 
includes fascinating facts about gum.

 ■ Owl at Home
One cold winter night, Owl is home 
alone. He wonders whether, if he runs 

fast enough, he can 
be both upstairs and 
downstairs at once. He’s 
also curious about the 

two bumps under his covers—why do 
they move when he moves his feet? A 
cozy read-aloud by Arnold Lobel. (Also 
available in Spanish.) 

 ■ Tap the Magic Tree
This story by Christie Matheson asks 
your child to tap the pictures, shake 
the book, clap his hands, and more. 
After he makes each movement and 
turns the page, “magic” happens—
the bare tree grows leaves, apples 
drop to the ground, and snowflakes 
fall from the branches.

 ■ How To
Author Julie Morstad will delight your 
youngster with creative and silly 
methods for doing everyday activities. 
Wash your socks by stomping in a 
clean puddle, or watch where you’re 
going by following your 
shadow. Your child 
might be inspired to 
come up with her 
own clever ways of 
doing things!

Reading words and pictures

Write a menu board
On a chalkboard or white board, help 

your child write the menu for your fami-
ly’s meal. Encourage him to work on 
descriptive writing by making each food 
sound tempting—just like on a restau-
rant menu board (“Juicy turkey burgers,” 
“Creamy mashed potatoes,” “Crisp 
green beans”). Idea: For more writing 
practice, have your youngster make place 
cards or placemats for the table with 
family members’ names.♥

Read-aloud favorites

A picture may be worth a thousand words, but in a book, 
pictures and words work as a team. Here are ways your 
youngster can use illustrations to understand books:

 ● Take a “picture walk.” Before your child reads a 
book, flip through the pages and talk about the pictures. 
This gives her an overview of the story and prepares her to 
understand the plot.

 ● Cover up the words on a page, and ask your youngster to predict what the text 
is about based on the picture. Or hide the illustration, read the text, and encour-
age her to draw a picture. She’ll see how illustrations and words are related.

 ● Your child can look for clues in pictures to help her read new words. For instance, 
if she sees a spotted animal on the page, she may figure out that an ocelot is similar 
to a leopard.♥

3OHDVDQW�6W��6FKRRO



© 2014 Resources for Educators, a division of CCH Incorporated 

 To provide busy parents with practical ways 
to promote their children’s reading, writing, 

and language skills.
Resources for Educators, 

a division of CCH Incorporated
128 N. Royal Avenue • Front Royal, VA 22630

540-636-4280 • rfecustomer@wolterskluwer.com
www.rfeonline.com
ISSN 1540-5648

O U R  P U R P O S E

 March 2014 • Page 2

Rub-a-dub words 

Talk to people. Ask rela-
tives to tell your child 
about countries or states 
they’ve been to. One of 
the places could be the 
setting for your young-
ster’s next story. Or have a 
neighbor or a shopkeeper 
describe his job—perhaps 
your child will write about 
a character who is a police 
officer or a baker.

Read. At the library, check out books on topics your young-
ster can’t experience first-hand. Through reading, she can 
imagine what it’s like to play in the snow even if she lives in 
a warm area, attend a one-room schoolhouse from a century 
ago, or travel in outer space.♥

More knowledge = 
better writing  

“I held the string and ran, and it rose into the 
sky!” If your youngster has ever flown a kite, she 
might be able to write a sentence like that. 

Background knowledge—the collection of infor-
mation that comes from everyday experiences—
can give your child topics to write about and make 
her writing more detailed. Consider these tips.

Go places. Walk through a different neighborhood or part of 
town, and point out things your youngster could include in a 
story. Explain what an invisible fence is, stop in an antiques 
shop and let your youngster see a rotary phone, or talk about 
what a freight train might be carrying. Also, look for free-
admission days at museums and zoos.

Recently a friend 
gave me an easy rec-

ipe for washable finger paint. Her kids 
use it to paint in the bathtub, and I 
decided it would be a fun way for my 
daughter Leila to practice writing.

Leila squirted shaving 
cream into several plas-
tic cups. Then, she 
stirred a few drops 
of food coloring into 
each one until the 
paints were the shades 
she wanted. During her 
bath, she dipped her 

Spelling 
checkers 

Spelling practice is 
more fun when you turn it into a game. 
Try this twist on checkers.

Ask your child to get his list of spell-
ing words. Then, let him look through 
the dictionary and pick more difficult 
words for you to spell. Each player gets 
a checker and places it anywhere on his 
first row. To play, take turns calling out 
words to one another. 

If you spell your word correctly, move 
forward or diagonally one space. If you’re 
wrong, go back a space (stay put if you’re 
in your first row). The first person to 
reach the other side wins. Note: Players 
can’t share a space or jump each other.

Variation: Play in teams. Each team 
member gets a checker, and you take turns 
spelling the words your team is given.♥

Everyday grammar 
 When I was little, we had a grammar textbook. My 

son doesn’t have one—do kids still study this subject in school?

 Yes. Although your son might not have a book that’s just 
about grammar, he learns correct English every day. 

For example, the teacher may have students figure out 
what parts of speech their vocabulary words are. If she writes 
a “morning message” on the board, perhaps she’ll call on chil-
dren to circle the adjectives. Or the teacher may show them 
how to capitalize proper nouns (America, Saturday) or use past-tense verbs (“I went” 
rather than “I goed”). 

As your son gets older, he may get more formal grammar assignments. If you have 
questions about what he’s working on now, you could ask his teacher. Maybe she’ll 
even offer ideas to try at home—no textbook required!♥

finger in the cups to paint a rainbow on 
the tile by the tub. I suggested that she 
add a sentence about her picture, so she 
wrote, “I saw a rainbow.”

Now, Leila writes every time she takes 
a bath. Once she 
wrote the alphabet, 
and another time 
she listed her cous-
ins’ names. She’s 
having fun writing—
and it’s easy for her 
to wipe off the paint 
with a wet washcloth 
when she’s finished.♥
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A good reader is a thinking 
reader. She asks herself ques-
tions, forms opinions, and 
makes comparisons that help 
her understand stories and 
information. Use these ideas to 
encourage your child to think 
deeply when she reads.

Ask questions
Together, pick out a section 

or chapter of a nonfiction book, 
and pose questions you think the 
text might answer. For instance, if 
you’re going to read about the Bermuda 
Triangle, you or your youngster might 
ask, “How many ships disappeared 
there?” or “How do scientists explain 
the mystery?” Then, look for the 
answers while you’re reading.

Express opinions
Forming an opinion encourages your 

child to think about and connect with a 
story. Let her tell you which character 
she thinks is the most or least realistic or 
whether she was satisfied with a book’s 
ending. Then, have her point out pas-
sages that led her to feel that way. Idea: 
Suggest that she rate a book (1–5 stars). 

 ■ Origami Toys That 
Tumble, Fly, and Spin

Paul Jackson’s book shows 
children how to make folded-paper art 
that they can play with. There are birds 
with wings that flap, paper musical 
instruments that make sounds, and a 
glider that flies. Includes beginning, 
intermediate, and advanced projects.

 ■ Escape from Mr. 
Lemoncello’s Library  
When famous game 
inventor Luigi Lemon-
cello hosts an over-
night lock-in to play 
games at the library, 
seventh-grader Kyle Keely can’t wait. 
But in the morning, the doors won’t 
open—and Kyle and the other kids 
must solve a riddle to get out. A fun 
adventure by Chris Grabenstein.

 ■ Straight Talk: 
The Truth About Food 
Author Stephanie Paris explores food 

from many different 
angles. Charts, dia-
grams, and detailed 
photos combine with 
entertaining facts 

to help your child learn about and 
choose nutritious foods. (Also avail-
able in Spanish.)

 ■ The Thing About Luck  
Twelve-year-old Summer knows 
about bad luck. Her parents are on 
an emergency trip to Japan, and her 
old-fashioned grandparents are strug-
gling to keep the family farm running. 
So Summer must 
make her own good 
luck to save the 
farm in this award-
winning tale by 
Cynthia Kadohata.

Be a “thinking reader” 

Strategies for standardized tests 

As she reads, she could think about how 
many stars she’ll give it and why.

Compare texts
Different authors may present similar 

information in different ways. If your 
youngster’s history chapter interests her, 
have her look for historical fiction on the 
same topic. Or if she’s fascinated by an 
experiment in science class, she might read 
science fiction along the same lines. Can 
she spot the accurate information—and 
the imaginary details—in the fictional 
books?

Knowing how to approach standardized tests means less 
stress for your youngster—and hopefully, better scores. 
Share these two teacher-recommended strategies.

1. Read carefully. It’s important to read the entire ques-
tion and all the possible answers before marking A, B, C, 
or D. For example, a test might ask what a word means in 
a paragraph and list four definitions. Even if your child knows the word, he needs 
to read the whole selection since the meaning may vary with the usage.

2. Plan before writing. On a writing portion, suggest that he outline his essay in 
his head before he begins. He should think through the main idea and supporting 
details for each paragraph. Tip: If allowed, he could jot notes on scrap paper.
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Newsworthy conversations 

Choose a format. Mem-
oirs can take different 
forms. If your young-
ster likes poetry, sug-
gest that he write a 
series of poems. Or he 
could create a picture-
book memoir with text 
and drawings. Another 
idea is to tell his tale in 
graphic-novel format.

Dig deeper. An interest-
ing memoir goes beyond 

simply stating what hap-
pened. As your child writes about an event (“We went straw-
berry picking on a beautiful spring day”), remind him to 
weave in his thoughts and feelings (“I was surprised that the 
strawberries grew so close to the ground”).

Memories of me 
Encourage your youngster to enjoy 

writing nonfiction by focusing on a 
topic he’s an expert on: himself! 
Here are suggestions to help him 
turn his memories into a memoir. 

Narrow the focus. A memoir often 
focuses on one slice of the writer’s life. 
For example, your child might write 
about the first thing he remembers 
clearly, such as eating tamales with 
Grandma when he was little. Or perhaps 
he wants to describe a turning point in his 
life, like becoming a big brother.

Good news! Talking about current 
events can improve your child’s speak-
ing skills and awareness of his world. 
Over breakfast or in the car, discuss 
newspaper, magazine, or online 
articles with conversation 
starters like these.

 ● “This article 
reminds me of…” 
Once he hears what 
you relate the news 
to, he might make a 
connection to a his-
torical event, a book, 
or an experience in 
his own life.

Write like 
an ancient 
Egyptian 

Ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs were pic-
tures and symbols that stood for sounds 
and words. Your child can practice spell-
ing and writing by inventing and using 
her own symbol language. 

First, have her investigate hieroglyph-
ics at egyptartsite
.com/hiero.html 
or in a book 
like Hieroglyphs 
from A to 
Z (Peter Der 
Manuelian). 

Then, have 
her create her own 
symbols and make a key. For example, 
maybe a chair represents the ch sound, a 
bee stands for the long e sound, and a 
suitcase indicates tion (as in vacation). 
She could write the sounds in one col-
umn and draw the symbols in another.

Once her key is complete, take turns 
using her hieroglyphs to write short mes-
sages for each other to decode.

In a reading rut 
 My daughter keeps starting 

books and not finishing them. She can’t 
seem to find one she likes. Any advice?

 Suggest that your daughter give 
books a fair chance before abandoning 
them. Depending on their length and 
her reading ability, she might want to 
read at least 30–50 pages of a book to decide whether or not she likes it. She may 

discover that it gets better as she reads.
Also, it’s possible your daughter is tired of the kinds of books she normally 

selects. Encourage her to browse the library for something different. If she nor-

mally reads mysteries, she could try fantasy or short stories, for instance.

Finally, tell her to get recommendations from people who share her interests. 

Ideas from friends just might supply the spark she needs.

 ● “_____ would love to read this.” 
Name someone you know who may want 
to read a particular article. Can your child 
do the same for another article? He’ll 

think about the news from 
another person’s point of view.

 ● “I’d like to know more 
about…” Share a story that 
piques your curiosity. Then, 
have your youngster show you 
a story about something he’d 
like to follow up on. Discuss 
ways to get more information 
(check out a library book, ask 
a relative who’s familiar with 
the topic).


