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60% CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS COLOR THEORY STATEMENT 

 

Numerous recent studies indicate that classroom colors can affect how students behave and perform.They 

also acknowledge that large fields of pure hues are not appropriate for color in the school environment, and 

recommend the use of soft, warm colors balanced with cool colors help reduce tension, nervousness and 

anxiety. This has proven successful in lifting the general mood and atmosphere of elementary schools to 

positively impact the students and faculty.   

The color scheme of the new Athol Elementary School will utilize these findings to support the function of the 

building, the programs it is responsible to provide, while reflecting the spirit of its users, and creating a sense of 

security and excitement in the educational environment. Different age children accept and reject colors 

differently, according to their development. Most children of elementary ages five to fourteen reject black, 

white, grey and brown.  Children five to eight prefer red, orange, yellow and violet, and children nine to ten 

prefer red, red-orange and green-blue. Blue, ultramarine and orange are the preferred colors of children up to 

fourteen. 

The new Athol Elementary School will utilize one off warm white field color, with a light reflection value between 

74 and 86 throughout the building in classrooms, offices, teaching spaces, storage rooms, etc.  This is 

intended to eliminate confusion when multiple similar colors need to be stored and documented in large 

buildings. It will also be a color that is readily available, such as a “ready mix color”, that is available in large 

pre-mixed quantities, ensuring consistent color mixing and availability, and to simplify purchasing. 

Accent colors will be used in a variety of finish materials to aid primary school children in finding their way.  

Each “node”, or grouping of classrooms where four classroom doors open to a common area, will focus on one 

identifying accent color, which is contrasted with a pattern incorporating accent colors used at all the nodes, to 

symbolize to each student that as individuals, they are also an active part of a larger community.  The 

multicolored pattern will also be used in common areas such as the library, cafeteria and lobby. Accent paint 

colors will also be selected for door frames, stair railings, accent walls, exposed structure, and exposed 

mechanical ductwork. Accent wall colors will have light reflectance values similar to each other, but between 45 

and 70. Colors selected may be of the same hue, but with different intensity. Colors selected will not be dark, 

muddy or too similar to one another. Accents for doors frames and stair railings will have low light reflectance 

values. Steel doors will be painted a color similar to the specified wood for a consistent look.  Teaching walls in 

classrooms will be painted an accent color for better contrast against marker boards.  In general, the wall 

opposite the door in offices, conference rooms and other similar rooms will be painted an accent color. 

Color selections and patterns utilized throughout the new Athol Elementary School will be chosen and 

designed to support and enhance the concepts described above, while being reflective of administration and 

community desires. Too much color can be as detrimental as too little. Colors will be used in concentrated 

areas, leaving other areas with less color, allowing a student’s personality, through their presence and 

schoolwork, to be the center of attention. 
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60% CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS ROOM FINISH LEGEND 

FLOORS 

Offices Carpet Tile 

Classrooms Vinyl Composition Tile (VCT) 

Art Colored Sealed Concrete 

Music Carpet Tile 

Library Carpet Tile 

Gymnasium Floating Wood 

Cafeteria Linoleum 

Kitchen Quarry Tile 

Toilets Ceramic Tile 

Circulation Walk-Off Mats, Porcelain Tile, VCT 
WALLS 

Offices Gypsum Wallboard (GWB) - Painted 

Classrooms Gypsum Wallboard (GWB) - Painted 

Art Gypsum Wallboard (GWB) - Painted 

Music Gypsum Wallboard (GWB) - Painted 

Library Gypsum Wallboard (GWB) - Painted 

Gymnasium Concrete Block – Painted, Acoustic Wall Panels, Crash Pads 

Cafeteria Concrete Block – Painted, Acoustic Wall Panels 

Kitchen Ceramic Tile 

Toilets Ceramic Tile 

 Circulation Concrete Block – Painted and Ground Face, Ceramic Tile 

 Doors Solid Core Oak Veneer 

CEILINGS 

Offices Lay-in Acoustic Tile (LAT) 

Classrooms Lay-in Acoustic Tile (LAT) 

Art Lay-in Acoustic Tile (LAT) 

Music Exposed Structure with Acoustic Clouds 

Library Lay-in Acoustic Tile (LAT), Gypsum Soffits 

Gymnasium Exposed Structure and Ductwork - Painted 

Cafeteria Lay-in Acoustic Tile (LAT), Gypsum Soffits 

Kitchen Mylar Lay-in Acoustic Tile (MLAT) 

Toilets Gypsum Wallboard (GWB) - Painted 

 Circulation Lay-in Acoustic Tile (LAT), Gypsum (GWB) Soffits 


